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Anand Lakshmanan

Medindie SA 5081
12 May 2025

Dear City of Adelaide

| write to offer my strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s
(ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the
River Program that also encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

It is my understanding that ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the
Council and are totally dependent on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this important,
free, city-wide community program during a time where there is strong evidence of
disruption to social cohesion across our country.

| am concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of
$182,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As an active member within our community, | strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s funding
to deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely

Al

Anand Lakshmanan
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12th May 2025

City of Adelaide
BusinessPlan@cityofadelaide.com.au

Dear City of Adelaide,

We write on behalf of the Multicultural Communities Council of South Australia
(MCCSA) to express our strong support for the Australia Day Council of South
Australia’s (ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremony and Aus Lights on
the River program, including the intercultural parade and official ceremony.

As the peak multicultural organisation in South Australia, MCCSA represents and
advocates for the interests of diverse culturally and linguistically diverse
communities. We recognise the ADCSA’s programs as powerful vehicles for
reconciliation, inclusion, and community harmony. These events provide accessible,
respectful, and meaningful opportunities for all South Australians to reflect, connect,
and celebrate our shared journey.

We understand that ADCSA has maintained a valued and enduring strategic
partnership with the City of Adelaide and is entirely reliant on Council funding to
deliver these impactful, city-wide events. It is therefore deeply concerning to see a
proposed funding reduction in the draft 2025/26 City of Adelaide budget—from
$182,000 in FY 2024/25 to $100,000 in FY 2025/26. This significant cut places at risk
one of the few free, inclusive, and culturally respectful events that bring together
First Nations peoples, multicultural communities, and the wider public in a spirit of
unity.

MCCSA is a proud and active Corporate Member of ADCSA, and we have long
admired and supported the Council’s commitment to building a more inclusive South
Australia. We respectfully urge the City of Adelaide to reconsider the proposed
reduction and instead enhance its funding allocation to ADCSA, ensuring the
continued delivery and growth of these essential programs that strengthen social
cohesion and cultural understanding in our state.

We thank the City of Adelaide for its continued leadership in fostering community
connection and inclusivity, and we stand ready to support in any way that advances
these shared values.

Yours sincerely,

giive’ s
Helena Kyriazopoulos OAM
CEO

Multicultural Communities N3 Gilbert Street, Adelaide SA 5000 E mccsa@mccsa.org.au
Council of South Australia PHONE (08) 8345 5266 www.mccsa.org.au
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Ms M Cox

Chairperson

Australia Day Council of SA Inc
Office 18

240 Currie Street

Adelaide SA 5000

12 May 2025

Mayor Lomax-Smith and Councillors
City of Adelaide

GPO Box 2252

ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear Mayor Lomax-Smith and Councillors

As Chairperson of the Australia Day Council of SA Inc. (ADCSA) | write to offer my strong
endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s (ADCSA) Mourning in the
Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the River Program that also
encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the City of Adelaide and are totally
dependent on the City of Adelaide’s funding to deliver this important, free, city-wide
community program during a time where there is strong evidence of disruption to social
cohesion across our country.

As an ADCSA Board Member who supports the shaping and delivery of a free community
program that is reflective, unifying and highlights our Country’s rich cultural diversity, | am
deeply concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of
$182,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As a Board Member and active community member | strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s
funding to deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our State.

Yours sincerely

L«égr\/)

Michelle Cox
Chairperson
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C Good for you - Good for your community.

12 May 2025
Dear City of Adelaide

We write to offer our strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s (ADCSA)
Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the River Program that also
encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

We understand that ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the Council and are totally
dependent on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this important, free, city-wide community program
during a time where there is strong evidence of disruption to social cohesion across our country.

We are concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of $182,000
FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As a deeply valued Partner of ADCSA, we strongly support enhancing ADCSA's funding to deliver this
important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely

Michael Elias
Chief Executive Officer

CBB Inc
S far-.

o Head Office: 211 Glen Osmond Road, Frewville, SA, 5063 t. 1300763 505
@ www.cbb.com.au = customercare@cbb.com.au

Community Business Bureau Inc. ABN 57 098 352 150is a Corporate Distributor of various insurance products on behalf of insurance.com.au Pty Ltd,
trading as insurance.com.au as an Authorised Representative AFSRN 443422 of Insurance House Pty Ltd ABN 33 006 500072 AFSL 240954.
To view the Corporate Distributor Information, please contact us.
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CAV. Antonietta Cocchiaro OAM

_ Fulham Gardens
South Australia

May 2025

Dear City of Adelaide

| write to offer my strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s
(ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the River
Program that also encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the Council and are totally dependent
on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this important, free, city-wide community program
during a time where there is strong evidence of disruption to social cohesion across our
country.

As an ADCSA Board member that supports the shaping and delivery of a free community
program that is reflective, unifying and highlights our country’s rich cultural diversity, | am
deeply concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of
$182,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As a Board Member and active community member | strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s
funding to deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely

CAV. Antonietta Cocchiaro OAM
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Community Bridging Services (CBS) Inc.

13 May 2025

City of Adelaide
25 Pirie Street
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Bucivie s s Tlan " ’
customer@cityofadelaide.com.au

Concern regarding cut in funding for ADCSA’s Mourning in the Morning event
Dear SirfMadam

Community Bridging Services (CBS) Inc. is a fiercely independent South Australian support
service to people with a disability across our state. CBS is a proud social, business and
financial partner of Australia Day Council of South Australia (ADCSA).

We write to offer our strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council Mourning in the
Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the River Program that also
encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony. This event has fast become a
standout in bringing diverse communities together from different cultural and social
backgrounds in a celebration under the blue sky of Australia in our home city of Adelaide.

Diversity and inclusion is key to what makes Adelaide one of the best and most livable cities in
the world. We need to work hard at this time to maintain our Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) focus and the inclusive identity of Adelaide. To put this event at risk by this
funding reduction is a step in the wrong direction for the City of Adelaide.

We understand that ADCSA has an enduring strategic partnership with the Council and is
totally dependent on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this important, free, city-wide
community program during a time where there is strong evidence of disruption to social
cohesion across our country.

We are concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of
$183,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26. This is a priority mis-decision.

As a deeply valued Partner of ADCSA, we strongly support enhancing ADCSA's funding to
deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours Sincerely,

”/7/7’;/ ,

ddie Brincat (OAM)
Executive Director

cbsinc.org.au

Community Bridging Services Suite 1001/Level 10 147 Pirie Street ADELAIDE 5000

email: cbs@cbsinc.org.au
www.communitybridgingservices.org.au

ABN 45719241234
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ACCESS 2 PLACE HOUSING

14 May 2025

Dear City of Adelaide

We write to offer our strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s
(ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the River
Program that also encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

We understand that ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the Council and
are totally dependent on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this important, free, city-wide
community program during a time where there is strong evidence of disruption to social
cohesion across our country.

We are concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of
$182,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As a deeply valued Corporate Member of ADCSA, we strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s
funding to deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely

Vet L orea

Trent Lines
Chief Executive Officer
Access 2 Place Housing

Level 1, 128 Greenhill Road, Unley, South Australia 5061
08 8274 6300 | info@access2place.com.au | www.access2place.com.au
ABN: 85 236 978 396
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Ad e I a i d e clo Affinity Business Advisers
458 Morphett Street

Adelaide

Park Lands
secretary@adelaide-parklands.asn.au

- ]
ASSOCIatlon ABN 19 706 384 386

Community Consultation

Draft 2025/26 Business Plan & Budget
Town Hall

Adelaide SA 5001

BusinessPlan@cityofadelaide.com.au

Draft 2025/26 Business Plan and Budget

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the City of Adelaide’s Draft 2025/26 Busi-
ness Plan and Budget.

The Adelaide Park Lands Association (APA) is pleased to note the inclusion of the following stra-
tegic priority:

“The status, attributes and character of our green spaces and the Park Lands are pro-
tected and strengthened.”

Our members and supporters, many of whom are rate payers in the City of Adelaide, deeply value
the Council’s continued investment in managing the world’s only Park with a city at its centre.

However, we are concerned that, unlike previous years, the draft budget does not clearly identify
a specific allocation for the ongoing maintenance of the Adelaide Park Lands. While $7.7 million
is listed under “Park Lands, Policy and Sustainability” within the City Shaping portfolio, this ap-
pears significantly lower than the $22.89 million allocated in the previous financial year.

If these figures are directly comparable, this would represent an alarming two-thirds reduction in
funding for Park Lands maintenance - a prospect that would be deeply disappointing.

Sporting Facility Upgrades

The proposed investment of $10 million—including 1.5% of rates revenue—toward new and up-
graded sporting facilities in Mary Lee Park (Park 27B) and Golden Wattle Park / Mirnu Wirra (Park
21W) is a significant commitment. While we recognise the need to improve infrastructure to sup-
port growing participation, particularly among women and girls, there remains uncertainty
around the scale and features of these developments.

There is a delicate balance between:

www.adelaide-parklands.asn.au

t

t



» Providing upgraded facilities that may include corporate-style amenities (meeting rooms,
bars, private spaces), and

 Ensuring public interestin “free and unrestricted access to and use of the Park Lands” - a
core objective of the APA Constitution.

The draft budget lacks clarity on the nature of the proposed developments. We urge the Council
to ensure that any upgrades do not compromise public access or over-commercialise public
green space.

Helen Mayo Park Master Plan

Itis disappointing to see that, despite funding being allocated in last year’s budget, no progress
has been made on the $250,000 State-funded Master Plan for Helen Mayo Park. The lack of ad-
vancement on improving connectivity between the riverbank and upper levels of the parkis a
missed opportunity to enhance public use of this space.

Ambiguity Around Re-Greening Commitments
On page 17, the draft budget outlines a commitment to:

“Work with partners to create innovative ways to create or convert underutilised areas to green
space.”

This aligns with the draft Park Lands Management Strategy Towards 2036, which identified eight
bitumen-covered sites as high-priority locations for return to open green public space within 1-5
years.

While $2.232 million has been earmarked under the “Public Realm Greening Program” (page 60),
itis unclear whether any of this is intended for the Park Lands sites identified in Towards 2036.

Since 2020, APA has made repeated attempts to partner with the City of Adelaide to progress a
re-greening project on the Park Lands—most recently detailed here. We sincerely hope this year’s
budget enables at least one project to proceed on these underutilised sites.

We would welcome the opportunity to co-develop and coordinate a re-greening initiative in col-
laboration with Council and other partners.

Adelaide Recreation Circuit

For several years, APA has advocated for a feasibility study into the Adelaide Recreation Circuit—
a proposed unbroken, illuminated walking, running, and cycling trail around the Park Lands. This
concept has the potential to be a landmark tourism and lifestyle asset and has received strong
support from the business and sporting communities.

www.adelaide-parklands.asn.au



In 2022, then-Opposition Leader Peter Malinauskas committed to investigating the idea. Despite
raising the concept directly with the Premier (September 2023) and the Planning Minister (April
2024), no funding has yet been committed.

We urge the Council to allocate funds toward a feasibility study and pursue this initiative in part-
nership with the State Government.

Thank you again for the opportunity to contribute to this important consultation. We remain com-
mitted to working constructively with the City of Adelaide to ensure the Park Lands remain an ac-

cessible, vibrant, and sustainable space for all.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Russo

President

Adelaide Park Lands Association
president@adelaide-parklands.asn.au

13 May 2025

www.adelaide-parklands.asn.au
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City of Adelaide
25 Pirie Street,
Adelaide SA 5000

customer@cityofadelaide.com.au

15" May 2025

Dear City of Adelaide

| write to offer my strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s
(ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the
River Program that also encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

It is my understanding that ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the
Council and are totally dependent on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this important,
free, city-wide community program during a time where there is strong evidence of
disruption to social cohesion across our country.

| am concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of
$182,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As an active member within our community, | strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s funding
to deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely

C14??fﬁwﬁf

Craig Scott OAM

West Beach SA 5024
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15 May 2025 Suzanne Malbut

Brompton SA 5007

Dear City of Adelaide

| write to offer my strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s
(ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the
River Program that also encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

It is my understanding that ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the
Council and are totally dependent on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this important,
free, city-wide community program during a time where there is strong evidence of
disruption to social cohesion across our country.

| am concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of
$182,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As an active member within our community, | strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s funding
to deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely

yy/ 0.\

Suzanne Malbut
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15 May 2025

Dear City of Adelaide,

| am writing to express my deep disappointment at the proposed reduction in funding for
the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s (ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking
Ceremony and Aus Lights on the River program, which includes the intercultural parade and
official ceremony.

As General Manager of Channel 44 Adelaide, | have seen the significant impact of these
events on our community. Channel 44 has proudly partnered with ADCSA to produce and
broadcast high-quality video content that allows these important stories to reach audiences
across the state. Through our work, we help ensure that those who cannot attend in person
are still able to reflect, learn and participate in these culturally significant moments.

The proposed reduction in funding from $182,000 in the 2024-25 financial year to $100,000
in 2025-26 is extremely concerning. It undermines the value of a program that promotes
inclusion, reconciliation and community engagement at a time when strengthening social
cohesion should be a priority.

ADCSA’s work provides a vital platform for truth-telling, cultural celebration and respectful
dialogue. These events bring people together and foster understanding, both in person and
through broadcast. Cutting support jeopardises not only the delivery of these events but
also their broader impact through media coverage and community storytelling.

| strongly urge the City of Adelaide to reconsider this proposed funding cut and instead
support ADCSA in delivering a program that reflects the values of our city and our state.

Sincerely,

Lauren Hillman
General Manager
Channel 44

Channel 44 Community Television
c/o ABC, Level 3, 85 North East Rd, Collinswood, SA 5081
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Dr Lomax-Smith

Lord Mayor

City of Adelaide

May 152025

Dear Lord Mayor

| write to offer my strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s
(ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the
River Program that also encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

It is my understanding that ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the
Council and is totally dependent on the City of Adelaide’s funding to deliver this important,
free, city-wide community program during a time where there is strong evidence of
disruption to social cohesion across our country.

While | can understand that Council’s finances are tight, | am concerned that the current
City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of $182,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY
25/26.

As an active member within our community, | strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s funding
to deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely

3&_,

Julie Kerr
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17" May 2025

Dear City of Adelaide

| write to offer my strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s
(ADCSA) Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the
River Program that also encompasses an intercultural parade and officiat ceremony.

It is my understanding that ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the
Council and are totally dependent on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this
important,\free, city-wide community program during a time where there is strong
evidence of disruption to social cohesion across our country.

| am concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of
$182,000 FY 24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As an active member within our community, | strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s
funding to deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely
TS b=
S
Barbara Lupton
President

Royal Scottish Country Dance Society Adelaide and District Branch
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One in hearl and mind . Jo Adelaide we bind.
— Atk LTk —

TONG DE ASSOCTIATION OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED

ABN: 70140118464
Address: 612, 147 Pirie Street, Adelaide 5000

Email: admin@tongde. org.au Website: tonged.org.au

18 May 2025

Dear City of Adelaide

We write to offer our strong endorsement of the Australia Day Council of South Australia’s (ADCSA)
Mourning in the Morning Smoking Ceremonial Event and Aus Lights on the River Program that
also encompasses an intercultural parade and official ceremony.

We understand that ADCSA has had an enduring strategic partnership with the Council and are totally
dependent on the City of Adelaide funding to deliver this important, free, city-wide community program
during a time where there is strong evidence of disruption to social cohesion across our country.

We are concerned that the current City of Adelaide draft budget shows a significant drop of $182.000 FY
24/25 to $100,000 FY 25/26.

As a deeply valued Corporate Member of ADCSA, we strongly support enhancing ADCSA’s funding to
deliver this important cultural and inclusive program for our state.

Yours sincerely

(V7% -

On behalf of the Executive Committee
Tong De Association of SA Inc.
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g Property Council of Australia ABN13008474422

PR()PER I Y A Level 4,91 King William Street, Adelaide SA 5000
COUNCI L E sa@propertycouncil.com.au
W propertycouncil.com.au

quustmlia W @propertycouncil

16 May 2025

Community Consultation

Draft 2025/26 Business Plan and Budget
GPO Box 2252

Adelaide SA 5001

By email: BusinessPlan@cityofadelaide.com.au

Dear Lord Mayaor,

Re: Support for Increased Budget Funding for AEDA

On behalf of the Property Council of Australia’s South Australian Division, | write to express our
strong support for an increased budget funding allocation for the Adelaide Economic Development
Agency ("AEDA").

AEDA's work in supporting local startups and fostering innovation hubs is vital to building a robust
talent pipeline in Adelaide. These initiatives not only empower emerging businesses but also
contribute to the long-term economic resilience of our state. However, to fully realise Adelaide’s
potential as a globally competitive innovation city, we must go further.

There is a pressing need to create an environment that attracts skilled professionals from
interstate and overseas. This requires a two-pronged approach: first, by expanding the
opportunities available in Adelaide through strategic investmentin innovation and industry
partnerships; and second, by actively promoting these opportunities to external markets.
Achieving this vision demands serious and sustained budget support.

The South Australian Government has rightly identified innovation as a key driver of future growth,
particularly in sectors such as renewable energy, defence, and advanced manufacturing. AEDA’s
initiatives—such as its support for innovation hubs and collaborations with local universities—are
directly aligned with this strategic direction. With increased funding, AEDA can scale its efforts to
connect startups with industry, enhance our innovation ecosystem, and position Adelaide as a
destination of choice for talent and investment.

Attracting talent to South Australia is a shared interest of the Property Council. This is a strategic

focus of our Cities and Precincts Committee recognized as a key ingredient in raising the
productivity and economic capacity of the State.

Great cities | Strong economies | Sustainable communities



We urge the City of Adelaide to prioritise and indeed increase funding for AEDA in the upcoming
budget. Doing so will not only strengthen our innovation econoemy but also reinforce South
Australia's reputation as a forward-thinking, globally connected state.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Bruce Djite
Executive Director | South Australia

Great cities | Strong economies | Sustainable communities
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27 May 2025

ATT: Michael Terizakis

Coordinator, Corporate Planning

Draft 2025/26 Business Plan and Budget
GPO Box 2252

Adelaide, SA 5001
BusinessPlan@cityofadelaide.com.au

Draft 2025/26 Business Plan and Budget
Dear Lord Mayor, Councillors, and the Council Administration,

The Property Council welcomes the opportunity to provide a response to the City of
Adelaide’s draft 2026/26 Business Plan and Budgeton behalf of its South Australian
members. As an industry body, we recognise the importance of setting key targets to
improve and grow our Central Business District by attracting more capital, residents, and
businesses.

The Property Council of Australiais the leading advocate for Australia’s largest industry -
property. Property Council member organisations are investors, owners, developers,
builders, and managers of real estate across all major asset classes including
commercial, office, residential, industrial, retirement communities, hotels, purpose-built
student accommodation and more.

We understand the City of Adelaide is seeking feedback on its proposed Budget, with
economic recovery, infrastructure investment, and sustainable growth among its top
priorities outlined in the Plan. These priorities reflect a commitment to a thriving, future
focused Adelaide.

The Property Council also notes the City's targets include a general rates revenue
increase of 5.6% in fees and charges from Adelaide’'s commercial and residential
ratepaying base. However, in the face of rapid global change and increasing competition
between cities for talent, investment and innovation, we encourage the Council to take
bolder action in several key areas. Specifically, we urge Council to:

1. Accelerate approvals and prioritise development activity

2. Explore and incentivise further options to support housing delivery

3. Re-evaluate the sustainability of its revenue model

4. Increase investment in economic development through the Adelaide Economic
Development Agency (AEDA).



Accelerate approvals and prioritise development activity

The Council's capacity to drive economic growth depends on the speed, certainty, and
clarity of its planning and approvals system. A faster, more predictable approvals pathway
is essential to unlocking private investment, creating jobs, stimulating the economy and
achieving population growth targets.

We urge the Council to adopt an expanded, fast-tracked approvals process, particularly
for multi-storey, shovel-ready developments that align with the Council's strategic
objectives. Prioritising projects ready to proceed will help activate underutilised land,
generate employment, bolster investor confidence and broaden the rate base.

To strengthen collaboration between the Council and the property sector, we recommend
establishing a dedicated body to assess and prioritise development activity. This body
should be led by the Adelaide Economic Development Agency (AEDA), with appropriate
budget support from the Council to ensure its effective implementation.

Explore and incentivise further options to support housing delivery

While the City's ARCHI program is a positive step, its current scale and take-up is
insufficient to meet the Council's target of 50,000 residents in the CBD by 2036. A target
of 50 dwellings per year is far too low and much more needs to be done to deliver the
required supply, choice and diversity of housing the city requires.

We encourage the Council to:

« |dentify and prioritise unlocking underutilised Council assets, such as car parks,
vacant lots and ageing assets at the end of their useful life for housing.

« Partner with the private sector to accelerate the delivery of social, affordable, and
market housing.

» Formally Partner with the Property Council to explore further planning incentives
and funding mechanisms to support residential development in the CBD and inner
precincts.

Re-evaluate the sustainability of its revenue model

The proposed 5.6% rate increase - well above CPl and following several years of
cumulative rises well above CPI - is undermining Adelaide's competitiveness as an
investment destination. The current over-reliance on commercial ratepayersis
unsustainable.

Indeed, earlier this year, the Essential Services Commission of South Australia(ESCQOSA)
forecasted the City of Adelaide’s future financial status as ‘potentially unsustainable’,
outlining the status quo untenable revenue model.

Great cities | Strong economies | Sustainable communities



We recommend the City:
» Diversify revenue streams to reduce pressure on businesses.

« Undertake an independent review of Council expenditure, with the aim of
identifying efficiencies and delivering cost savings.

e Curbgrowth in non-essential operating costs, particularly given the 15% rise in
Employee Costs over the past two years.'

+ Focuson population growth to broaden the ratepayer base and improve revenue
sustainability.

Prioritising Investment in Economic Development through AEDA

AEDA is central to driving innovation, entrepreneurship, and industry collaboration. Its
support for startups, innovation precincts, and knowledge sector partnerships
strengthens Adelaide’s position in future industries such as defence, clean energy, and
advanced manufacturing.

Itis imperative that the Council adopt a step change from the current status quo. Since
the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, the proportion of council rates revenue
allocated to AEDA has declined—even as the business community continues to shoulder
the overwhelming majority of the financial burden. In fact, approximately 80% of the
City'sratesrevenue is contributed by non-residential ratepayers.

Given this substantial investment, the Property Council strongly recommends that 10% of
totalrates revenue be allocated to AEDA to ensure it can continue delivering strateqic
outcomes for the business community and driving Adelaide’s broader economic

prosperity.

We support increased budget allocation for AEDA to:
+ Scale upinnovation precincts and startup support.
o Strengthenindustry/university collaborations.
¢ Drive skilled migration through targeted national and international promotion.

» |eadthe proposed public-private coordination committee to identify barriers to
development and streamline engagement.

Investment in AEDA is an investment in a globally connected, high-tech, welcoming and
thriving, social, cultural and economically strong Adelaide.

Leveraging Infrastructure to Enable Private Sector Investment

' City of Adelaide Business Plan and Budget 2024/25
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The proposed $107 million infrastructure investment is a welcome commitment to city
revitalisation. We commend the focus on key precincts—Gouger, Hindley, Hutt, and
Melbourne Streets—but stress the importance of close alignment with private
development pipelines to maximise return on investment.

Itis also worth noting here that the Property Council strongly welcomes the
announcement of LIV Golf's move to the North Adelaide Golf Course. Property Council
supports the activation of underutilised land and parklands. Strategic investment in these
areas enhances Adelaide's appeal locally, nationally and globally. Showcasing Adelaide as
an events and experience destination will support broader tourism and hospitality
outcomes across Adelaide and the State more broadly.

The Property Council urges the City to adopt an open-minded, progressive, partnership-
driven approach to planning, investment and economic development. By working
together with industry, focusing on enabling infrastructure, and empowering AEDA to
lead collaboration, the City of Adelaide can deliver lasting population growth, business
confidence, vibrancy and economic prosperity for all.

We thank you for your consideration and remain ready to support further dialogue,
collaboration and outcomes.

Bruce Djite
SA Executive Director
Property Council of Australia
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