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Project Drivers and Background

Recommendation 1 - Item 7.1 - Beach Volleyball Facility - Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27)
THAT COUNCIL

1. Notes the previous decision of Council approving the repurposing of a section of the former netball courts in Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27) into a Beach Volleyball 
Facility.

2. Notes the significant change in impacts to Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27) since that decision, including the Ne ƽЮìŸůĲŰѢƚЮċŰĬЮ9őŔũĬƖĲŰѢƚЮcŸƚƓŔƣċũеЮÉŸƨƣőƽċƖťЮ
Development and the North Adelaide Public Golf Course projects and the impact they will have on Park 27 including the former netball courts.

3. Notes that the Administration will undertake work with Volleyball SA for a siting and contextual analysis on the most a ppropriate location for City Beach and further reports 
on the management and detailed design of City Beach as the project progresses, for presentation in early 2026.

4. Approves the former netball courts in Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27) being repurposed into a Beach Volleyball F acility as per the City Beach Concept Plan for 
Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27) as contained in Attachment A to Item 7.1 on the Agenda for the meeting of the City Com munity Services and Culture Committee held 
on 7 October 2025. 

Between 2001 to 2022, Volleyball SA (VSA) leased land on the corner of Frome St and Pirie St to facilitate recreational and competitive beach volleyball.  During lease negotiations 
towards the end of this period (May 2021), the City of Adelaide conditionally approved Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27) as ċШƚƨŔƣċĤũĲШƚŔƣĲШŉŸƖШéÉ ќƚШ7ĲċĦőШéŸũũĲǃĤċũũШ9ŔƣǃШ7ĲċĦőШ
relocation. 

The following extract from the Council meeting minutes of 14 October 2025, outlines the most recent decision of Council in relation to the Beach Volleyball Facility:
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Site Context 

The proposed beach volleyball site is located within 
Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27), on the north-
western edge of the Adelaide Park Lands.

ÑőĲШŰĲƽШìŸůĲŰќƚШċŰĬШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШcŸƚƓŔƣċũШŔƚШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШ
under construction to the south-east of the site, 
adjacent to the Royal Adelaide Hospital. In addition, 
the North Adelaide Golf Course will expand toward the 
north-east of the site as part of a State-funded 
initiative.

Bonython Park has strong transport connections, 
including nearby tram and train lines, the city ring 
route, and shared pedestrian and cycling paths along 
the River Torrens / Karrawirra Parri and Port Road.

Significant medium-density residential development 
is underway to the north-west at Southwark, with 
further development occurring in Bowden and 
Thebarton. This growing local population presents an 
opportunity for the proposed beach volleyball site to 
function as a broader community activity hub.

Beach Volleyball Facility ï Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27)
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City Beach Concept Plan

On 14 October 2025, Council approved the City Beach Concept Plan (developed by Volleyball SA) to repurpose the 
former netball court site in Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27) into a Beach Volleyball Facility (as shown below).   
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Strategic Context

Adelaide Park Lands Management 
Strategy (Towards 2036)

Adelaide Park Lands Community 
Buildings (Sport and Recreation) Policy

Adelaide Park Lands Management Strategy:

Goal 1 - Places and Spaces: Sport and Recreation
The Adelaide Park Lands will continue to provide for sport and recreation opportunities and prioritise open accessible spaces for the public 
to enjoy outside of programmed sport and recreation times.

Relevant Strategies:
ÅStrategy 1.2 Create places and attractions that set the Adelaide Park Lands apart.
ÅStrategy 1.6 Create spaces to accommodate cultural, sporting, artistic and recreational events of varying types and sizes that are 

planned and delivered to minimise environmental impacts and that promote active and public transport. 
ÅStrategy 1.8 Strengthen the role of the Adelaide Park Lands as a regional destination for competitive sport and a variety of active and 

passive forms ofrecreation.

Goal 3 т Natural Systems, Cultural Landscapes and Climate Resilience
The Adelaide Park Lands are a place of natural beauty and Kaurna cultural significance.

Relevant Strategies:
ÅStrategy 3.12 Ensure sustainable water use across the Adelaide Park Lands.
ÅStrategy 3.17 Seek opportunities to increase greening and tree canopy.

Bonython Park Precinct Plan
Å Creating appealing attractions and facilities that through collaboration between City of Adelaide, adjoining councils and the state 

government will be critical in facilitating greater use of the Precinct and providing valuable open spaces to these communities.

ÅFuture Planning Consideration (23) - Investigate the removal of the former netball courts and return to a Park Lands Purpose т Park Land 
Purpose includes: The Adelaide Park Lands that reflect and support a diverse range of environmental, cultural, recreational and social 
values and activities that should be protected and enhanced.

Return Areas Schedule
Site 3 - Investigate opportunities to return to a Park Lands Purpose т removal of hardstand surface (High Priority 1-5 Years) 

Adelaide Park Lands Community Buildings (Sport and Recreation Policy):

Key Objectives (summarised)
ÅCreate quality, welcoming and inclusive facilities to maximise community benefit.
ÅMaximise investment and community benefits.
ÅEnable the provision of community facilities that fulfil their intended purpose, with a building footprint and scale, that minimises the 

impact on the Adelaide Park Lands.
ÅOptimise the sustainable development, efficient use and environmental performance of community facilities.
ÅEnsure a consistent approach to designing and upgrading community facilities.
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Strategic Context

Adelaide Park Lands Building Design 
Guidelines

This strategic context has shaped the following design objectives to inform a siting analysis of the proposed beach volleybal l facility in Bonython Park. 

Design Objectives:

ÅEstablish new links and enhance existing connections to create better connectivity to the wider Park Lands and activity hubs and design infrastructure that supports active 
transport options. 

ÅConsolidate buildings and create shared-use facilities and amenities accessible to the public. 

ÅMinimise built form with flexibility to accommodate temporary infrastructure to support larger events.

ÅUtilise lightweight construction where practical.

ÅDesign to maximise cooling effects, optimising shade and establishing a climate-resilient landscape.

Å Include water-sensitive urban design elements.

Å Incorporate building materials that reflect the natural setting of the Park Lands.
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Siting Options

Beach Volleyball Facility ï Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27)

PROS
¶ Existing hard stand area is remediated and 

repurposed
¶ Car parking within Park Lands is significantly 

reduced
¶ §ƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШĲŰőċŰĦĲШƣőĲШƓċƖťќƚШƨƖĤċŰШ

address
¶ Proximity to public transport and active travel 

routes
¶ Minimises vehicle movements by utilising 

existing roadway access/egress
¶ Proximity to adjoining roadway (Port Road), 

providing natural surveillance
¶ Does not impact existing vegetation
¶ Does not impact existing event spaces

CONS
¶ Narrow buffer to Port Road
¶ May require screening

OPTION 1 т VSA Preferred Location

1
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Siting Options

Beach Volleyball Facility ï Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27)

PROS
¶ Proximity to adjoining roadway (Port Road), 

providing natural surveillance
¶ Minimises vehicle movements by utilising 

existing roadway access/egress
¶ Proximity to public transport and active travel 

routes

CONS
¶ Loss of green space
¶ Increased hard stand footprint
¶ Impacts the programming of a popular event 

space
¶ May require screening
¶ Disconnect with other park amenities and 

activity nodes

OPTION 2

2
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Siting Options

Beach Volleyball Facility ï Bonython Park / Tulya Wardli (Park 27)

PROS
¶ Partially removes and remediates existing 

hard stand area
¶ Proximity to adjoining roadway (Port Road), 

providing natural surveillance
¶ Proximity to public transport and active travel 

routes

CONS
¶ Loss of green space
¶ Impacts the programming of a popular event 

space
¶ Impacts existing vegetation, including loss of 

trees
¶ Disconnect with other park amenities and 

activity nodes
¶ Potential disruption to volleyball 

programming during larger events held in 
Bonython Park

OPTION 3

3


